A letter from Moscow

The following paragraphs were contained in a letter received from a US journalist who visited  Moscow and Star City, where he participated in the filming of a series of interviews for a television documentary on the soviet Moon program.

“…I have an interesting tale told by Grechko, a civilian cosmonaut who had been in OKB-1 since 1954.  He was on a Soviet civilian (commercial) jet and invited up to meet the crew.  The pilot mentioned that on the same flight was the guy that had flown before Gagarin. Grechko told the pilot that no one had flown before Gagarin and he had been in the program since 1954.


Grechko was introduced to the man, who told him about his flight and how he had an emergency landing in the mountains, he even showed Gretchko his broken rib (presumably the spot where his rib was broken).  Grechko told this man that a broken rib does not make you a cosmonaut and the man proceeded to show him his red Cosmonaut credential book. 

Grechko pulled out his and told the man he was a fraud because the official Cosmonaut credential book is blue.  

We have a lot of stories from the cosmonauts about the "rumors."  Grechko wanted to talk at length about them because he felt the world should know the truth…”

Was there a second group of cosmonauts in a separate Space program, who were issued RED cosmonauts credential books?

